Minnesota has new and enhanced tax credits that may apply to you. The following could apply to you, and they may be refundable even if you would not otherwise need to file taxes. 

NOTE: As the IRS phases out paper checks, direct deposit will be the fastest way to receive a refund in 2026.
============================================================================ 
Minnesota Child and Working Family Credits: Working for You!
The Working Family Credit and Child Tax Credits deliver tax relief to individuals whose income is below a certain level. These credits can reduce the tax you owe and provide you with a tax refund. 
Am I eligible for these credits? 
Generally, you must meet these requirements to claim the Working Family Credit or Child Tax Credit:
· You were a full or part-year resident of Minnesota in 2025 (with certain exceptions for the military) 
· You will not be claimed as a dependent by another person
· If you are married and you or your spouse are a nonresident alien, your filing status must be Married Filing Jointly. If you have no qualifying children, you and your spouse must have resided in the U.S. for more than half of 2025. 
How much are these credits? 
If your earned income is $9,480 or more, your maximum Working Family Credit depends on your number of qualifying children age 18 or older. The maximum Working Family Credit is $380 if no children plus an additional credit for each dependent child above the age of 17. Both credits are phased out if income is greater than $37,910 for Married Filing Jointly or $31,950 for other filers. ============================================================================ 
MN Tax Benefits for Your Child’s Education Expenses
If you purchased educational services or materials to assist with your child’s education in kindergarten through 12th grade, you may qualify for the K–12 Education Subtraction and/or the K–12 Education Credit. Common expenses that qualify school supplies (e.g. paper, calculators), educational computer hardware and software, tutoring by a qualified instructor, rental or purchase of musical instruments used during school. 
K-12 Education Credit: Your adjusted gross income must be below $81,820 if the number of children in grades K-12 is two or less. Add $3,000 to this level for each additional qualifying child. The credit is generally 75% of the amount spent. For example, if you purchased $200 in supplies, the credit would be $150.
K-12 Education Subtraction: There are no income limits for the education subtraction.                 ============================================================================
MN Property Tax Refund Programs
• Regular property tax refund 
This refund is available for homeowners and renters with either a Social Security Number or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number. There are income limitations based on the amount of property tax or rent being paid. Visit www.revenue.state.mn.us to see if you qualify! 
• Special property tax refund (for homeowners)
If you are a homeowner, you may qualify if your property taxes this year were at least 12% higher than last year and you owned and lived in your home on January 2 of each year. The increase must be at least $100. There is no income limit.

Free Options to File Your 2025 Taxes
Filing Taxes Online
There are free and low-cost options to file your own taxes if qualified. Go to www.revenue.state.mn.us/file-income-tax-return
VITA In-Person Tax Help
Through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, you will receive personal assistance from an IRS certified tax volunteer at a VITA preparation site. 
Appointment Information - It is required to schedule an appointment for this assistance. Please schedule online at  https://www.semntaxes.org/taxpayers beginning Jan 19, 2026. Or use United Way referral number 2-1-1 or 800-543-7709 Appointments occur February 1 – April 15, 2026.
Location Information 
VITA assistance in this area includes sites in Rochester, Stewartville, Lanesboro, Dodge County, Austin and Mantorville. 
 
Information Needed - See below for information needed by your VITA volunteer to assist with your tax preparation and restrictions on the type of taxpayers VITA can help.
	
Taxpayers VITA Can Assist 
The VITA program assists taxpayers with income of $85,000 or less.  Additionally, VITA volunteers are not trained to handle more complicated returns. A partial list of such returns that we cannot assist include businesses with employees, businesses with total expenses greater than $50,000 or operating at a loss, or taxpayers who are not full year residents of MN (e.g. we could not help a taxpayer who moved from Iowa to MN on 9/1).
Information Needed for a VITA Appointment
1. We must validate identity with the photo identification and see federal documents showing your tax identification number (e.g. social security card). 
2. Income statements such as W2 and 1099 forms and support from government programs including MFIP, SSI, GA, veterans benefits and workers compensation.
3. Education & Child Care Credits - record of educational expenses for K-12 and college or technical training, and daycare expenses.
4. Property Tax Statement and/or renter’s Certificate of Rent Paid (CRP) form.
5. Additional Documents including prior year tax return, verification of insurance if it is through MNsure, and record of charitable donations. 

Service made available through a grant provided by the state of Minnesota.
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